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party who aimed at the very root of the govern-
ment, and at the very thing which they brought to
pass, viz. the deposing and murdering of their sove-
reign; and, as the devil is always master where
mischief is the work, this party prevailed, turned
the other out of doors, and overturned all that little
honesty that might be in the first beginning of this
unhappy strife.

The consequence of this was, the presbyterians
saw their error when it was too late, and then
would gladly have joined the royal party, to have
suppressed this new leaven, which had infected the
lump ; and this is very remarkable, that most of the
first champions of this war, who bore the brunt of it,
when the king was powerful and prosperous, and
when there was nothing to be got by it bat blows,
first or last, were so ill used by this independent
powerful party, who tripped up the heels of all their
honesty, that they were either forced by ill treat-
ment, to take up arms on our side, or suppressed
and reduced by them. In this the justice of Provi-
dence seemed very conspicuous, that these having
pushed all things by violence against the king, and
by arms and force brought him to their will, were
at once both robbed of the end, their church-
government, and punished for drawing their swords
against their masters, by their own servants draw-
ing the sword against them; and God in his due
time, punished the others too: and, what was yet
further strange, the punishment of this crime of
making war against their king, singled out those
very men, both in the army and in the parliament,
who were the greatest champions of the presbyterian
cause in the council and in the field. Some minutes
too of circumstances I cannot forbear observing,
though they are not very material, as to the fatality
and revolutions of days and times.